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SUBJECT: PERCY QOBOZA DISCUSSES INTERROGATION 

1 . CONGENOFF SPOKE WITH QOBOZA (EDITOR, WORLD NEWSPAPER) ABOUT VISIT 
OF SECURITY POLICE AND SUBSEQUENT INTERROGATION. QOBOZA WELL 
TREATED (WITHIN THE SA SECURITY POLICE CONTEXT) BUT 

FEELS HE WOULD STILL BE IN PRISON IF NOT FOR STRONG AND 
IMMEDIATE REACTION FROM SOUTH AFRICA, US, AND BRITISH 
SOURCES. FOR THE ABOVE, HE EXPRESSED GRATITUDE TO UNNAMED 
SUPPORTERS. 

2. QOBOZA SAYS SECURITY POLICE VISITED HIS HOME AT 3:20 

A.M. AND KEPT HIM UNDER QUESTIONING FOR 8 HOURS AT SOWETO 
POLICE STATION. HE IS CONVINCED DECISION TO PICK HIM UP 
WAS MADE AT LOCAL LEVEL AS QUESTIONING WAS DISORGANIZED AND 
ILL PLANNED. HE FEELS THAT WHEN HIGHER-UPS IN PRETORIA 
LEARNED OF HIS ARREST, THEY ORDERED HIS RELEASE BECAUSE OF 
DAMAGING IMPACT ON INTERNATIONAL SCENE. PURPOSE OF 
QUESTIONING OSTENSIBLY WAS TO LEARN WHAT 
STUDENTS ARE UP TO IN SOWETO BUT QOBOZA WAS APPALLED AT 
THE CLUMSY AND ILL-INFORMED NATURE OF INTERROGATION. 

3. PURPOSE OF EARLY MORNING PICK-UP WAS OBVIOUS ATTEMPT AT 
INTIMIDATION BUT QOBOZA SAYS SUPPORT RECEIVED FROM FELLOW 
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STRENGTHENED HIS RESOLVE TO CONTINUE INDEPENDENT STANCE. 

4. COMMENT: CLUMSY AND DISORGANIZED NATURE OF 
QOBOZA INTERROGATION LEADS US TO SUSPECT THAT IT WAS IN- 
DEED A LOCAL OPERATION. LOCAL SECURITY POLICE HAVE 
APPARENT "CARET BLANCHE" TO PICK UP ANYONE IN SOWETO BUT 
IT WOULD APPEAR THEY OVERSTEPPED BOUNDS THIS TIME AND WERE 
FORCED TO BEAT HASTY RETREAT. 

JOHNSON 
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